
 
CHAPTERS ARE NOT AUTHORIZED TO SPEAK FOR THE SOCIETY 

 
 

ASPE NEWS 
PITTSBURGH 

May 2014  
NEWSLETTER 

 

     

Monthly Association Meeting 
 

 
 

DATE/TIME 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOPIC 
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COST 
 
 

RSVP 

 
 

Monday, May 12, 2014 
4:30 to 5:30 Board Meeting 
5:30 to 6:00 Social with Cash Bar 
6:00 to 6:45 Dinner 
6:45 to 8:00 Business Meeting    

 
 

     Different Medical Gas Alarms and Their Wiring Requirements.  
 
 
Del's Italian Restaurant and Bar  
4428 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15224 
 
 
$22.00 
 
 
Kevin M. Morrissey;  kmorrissey@mwspec.com 
 
 



 
 
As we forge into the spring of 2014 reflect back over the past 2 years and hope that your board was able to 
serve you, the membership of Pittsburgh ASPE, well.  In our professional life when we finished a segment 
of work we should take time to reflect and look at what part of the segment we felt we did well a where we 
thought we could have done better.  So is it with Pittsburgh ASPE. 

I would like to thank Don Ditter, VP Technical for a spectacular program of speakers at each meeting.  It 
was a formidable accomplishment to seek out and schedule topics and talent.  The topics were timely and 
the presenters were good speakers.  We want to thank Don for his efforts 

We all have depended on Joe Starr for many years to keep charge of the chapter funds.  This includes the 
record keeping and filing tor Federal Forms.  Rumor has it he has a green thumb from counting 
Bengies.  We want to thank Joe for his efforts. 

Our membership has held its own during some difficult times due to the great effort by Paul Mckee our VP 
Membership.  This position requires a tactful effort to spread the work of the ASPE experience and engage 
professionals in our business about the benefits of ASPE Membership.  Paul has done this well.  We want to 
thank Paul for his efforts. 

Our messages to the membership are part of the Newsletter published by Kevin Morrissey.  Hunting down 
the officers reports and composing them into a document is an art form.  This includes our ad materi-
al.   Since I am out of my element in composition I have a special appreciation for the effort.  We want to 
thank Kevin for his efforts. 

Jack Getkin, as our Affiliate Liasion, has put the Pittsburgh ASPE Chapter on the map with his efforts with 
the Boy Scouts.   This program has carried the message of Plumbing Systems Design and technology to the 
public.  An additional thank you is to be extended to the ASPE members who participated in this pro-
gram.   We want to thank Jack and the other ASPE members for their efforts. 

This past two years Tom Taylor has been able to represent the Pittsburgh ASPE Chapter at several of the 
Allegheny County Plumbing Advisory Board meetings.  This effort get recognition for the design and affili-
ate members as participants in our local code forum.  We want to thank Tom for his efforts. 

As I noted above we want to consider what we can do better.  This effort is needed as a chapter effort.  Eve-
ry time a member attends a meeting you participate in making the Board Members job easier and more of a 
professional accomplishment.  We want to thank each of you for your efforts to make the Pittsburgh Chap-
ter of ASPE a success.  Our goal is to do more next year. 

Foe the next two year period I will serve as the chapter Historian.  I'm not too sure what the Historian 
does.  I am going to try and hone my writing skills by generating a few enlightening, entertaining and inspi-
rational reports in the monthly newsletter.  I would like to thank all of the members of the Pittsburgh Chap-

ter of ASPE for your support over the past two years. 

 

See you Monday! 
 
Jerry 

 

President :  Jerome Valenti 



 

I'd like to thank Alden Spencer of Tyco Fire Protection Products for his presentation on Clean 
Agent Fire Extinguishing Systems. If you missed out on the presentation, you missed out on 
some great information. I would also like to thank our friends from the local SFPE chapter for 
joining us. It is always great to share our topic with other local society chapters. 
 
This month, I would like to welcome Phil Hober of The Sherman Engineering Co. for the tab-
letop. Phil is a current member of our chapter and a graduate of Bloomsburg University. He 
started working for Sherman Engineering in 2011 as a project manager and moved to Pittsburgh 
in 2013 to become the sales rep for Western PA. Phil has completed ASSE 6005 training and is 
working towards the completion of ASSE 6030. 
 
Our speaker this month will be Mr. Dan Sullivan of BeaconMedaes for our presentation on 
Medical Gas and Vacuum Alarm Types and Wiring Requirements. Mr. Sullivan has been in the 
Medical Gas Distribution Equipment industry for 20 years. Starting as a Sales Engineer with 
Sherman Engineering and covering Northeast and Western PA.  In 2001, he started to work for 
BeaconMedaes and was responsible for direct sales and sales management of the New England 
Territory.  In addition to the New England territory, he is now also the National Sales Trainer for 
BeaconMedaes and he also helps to manage the Western PA territory with Sherman Engineer-
ing.  He has been on various product design teams for BeaconMedaes helping to bring state of 
the art medical gas systems to market that best fit the needs of hospitals and laboratories.   Dan 
has a Mechanical Engineering Degree from Lehigh University and is ASSE 6020 and 6040 cer-
tified. The presentation will discuss and detail the three different types of medical gas alarms 
that are used in Category 1 and 2 hospitals.  Examine the differences in needs of alarming dif-
ferent category facilities.  Detail code requirements in PA for installing and wiring panels and 
also what will change when new NFPA 99 codes are adopted.  Also covered will be changes in 
installation practices and what the future holds for alarming and networking of medical gas 
alarms. 
 
So, Please come join us a Del's for a meal, some networking and another GREAT Presentation. 
What the heck, even invite a friend or colleague to join us !! 
 
RSVP to Kevin Morrissey to reserve a spot at the meeting!!  
 

 

Vice President Technical:  Don Ditter 



 

 
Finally, I hope that I have served you all well as the Chapter VP Technical over the last 4 years. I 
will be moving into the President role in the upcoming term and must say that I have a great cast 
of support behind me. I will strive to grow the chapter and make things a lot better. THANKS !! If 
you have any topics you would like to see covered next year, Let me know !! 
 
As always, all of you CPD's out there, remember that you can still go to the ASPE website and 
go to the Educational Programs & Tools tab to get to the "Read, Learn, Earn" portion of the site 
and obtain CEU's toward your next renewal deadline.( http://aspe.org/readlearnearn) At the pre-
sent time, these are still free to current ASPE members. So why not utilize the tool. If you have 
any problems logging in or downloading the materials, please let me know and I can assist you. 
Also remember that ASPE is offering quite a few webinars on various topics. The cost of these 

webinars varies. The ASPE website has additional information and a description of these topics 

if you are interested. Here is the link to see what is available  http://aspe.org/WebinarArchives. 

 

 

ATTENTION !!!  
2014 DAY PLANNER UPDATE….. 

 
 

BeaconMedaes is now represented by  
The Sherman Engineering Co. 

Phil Hober 
 

Reach them at  
215.206.6539 or  

PAHober@shermanengineering.com.  
Please update your day planner with this current information !!! 

 

Vice President Technical:  Don Ditter (cont.) 



 
Monday, September 9, 2013: 

Low Lead Legislation: The Effect on the Plumbing Industry 
 

Monday, October 14, 2013: 
Understanding Plastic Potable Water Piping Systems 

 
Monday, November 11, 2013: 

Steam to Water Heat Exchangers 
 

Monday, December 9, 2013: 
2013 HOLIDAY TABLETOP PRESENTATIONS 

 
 Monday, January 13, 2014: 

Medical Gas Inspections – 10 most common mistakes in installation 
 

Monday, February 10, 2014: 
Let's Build a Model – Putting Plumbing in a Revit Model 

 
Monday, March 10, 2014: 

Chad Sanborn - Bradford White Corporation 
 

Monday, April 14, 2014: 
New Technology for Clean Agent Fire Protection Systems 

(Joint with SFPE & NICET) 
 

Monday, May 12, 2014: 
Different Medical Gas Alarms and Their Wiring Requirements 

 
Friday, June 13, 2014: 

ASPE Pittsburgh Golf Outing!!! Save the Date!! 

2013-2014 ASPE Meetings: 

What topics interest you? 
Talk to your board members. 
We want to hear from you! 



 

VP Membership:  Paul McKee 
 
 

As of the May 1, 2014 membership roster printout received from the Society office, our 
total number of members is 86. 
 
Our membership total breaks down as follows:  

48 Full 
28 Affiliate 
2 Associate 

0 Governmental 
6 Special 
0 Student 
2 Retired 

 
21 members have their P. E., 17 have their CPD, and 3 members have both.    
 
The following members celebrate a birthday in the month of May.  Please wish them a 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY if you see them. 
    
   Arthur Bell, Jr.,P.E.  May 4 
   Casey Devlin   May 5 
   Stephen Pedicone   May 8 
   Paul McKee    May 18 
   Brian Kelly    May 20 
   James Musillo, Jr.   May 22 
   James Marsili   May 31 
 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER. 
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE ANNUAL ASPE GOLF OUTING!! 

    
 

ATTENTION: 
 
Again, I would like to reiterate that we are looking for new members.  If there is anyone 
that you feel should be a member of ASPE, please forward their information to me and I 
will make sure to get a hold of them and send them a warm invitation. 

 

Paul 



Kevin M. Morrissey-Secretary 

 
Dear Members and Guests: 
 
Remember….get those golf teams together…...and you Ads! 
 
I appreciate being asked to serve again as your chapter secretary and newsletter editor.  I will try 
to make sure the newsletter get published timely and completely and look forward to the help of 
our new board to make that happen. 
 
Remember that this is your newsletter.  We would be happy to post any announcements (non-
commercial) that might assist you or your organization. 
 
Please send me your information regarding advertising in the 2014/2015 ASPE Newsletter!  It is 
never too early to get set up for next season! 
 
See you Monday! 
 
Go PENS! & Go BUCS! 
 
Kevin 
 

 
PITTSBURGH CHAPTER ASPE 

2014 ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 

 
FRIDAY JUNE 13TH 2014 

RIVER FOREST COUNTRY CLUB 
130 RIVER FOREST DRIVE 

FREEPORT, PA 16229 





 




